masters of Egypt.

0When Dirgam drove
out Shawar from Egypt, he came to Nur
ud-Din for support who gave him a strong
force of Turkmans led by his famous gen-
eral Shirkuh. Shirkuh's nephew Salah
ud-Din, was also on his staff. With so
strong a help Shawar defeated the Egyp-
tians at Bilbay and soon became the master
of Fustat. The defeat of Dirgam and his
attempt to raise funds by using " wakf"
brought about his unpopularity and death.
When Shawar was restored to power he
broke all promises with his benefactors
which compelled Shirkuh to send Salah
ud-Din to occupy Bilbay and the Eastern
Provinces. Shawar in turn, appealed to
Amalric, but even his help was of no avail;
for in 1167 A.D., Shirkuh with the help
of two thousand picked horsemen and his
able nephewr, routed the Egyptians and
the forces of the Crusader king Amalric.
Shirkuh installed Salah ud-Din as the
Governor of Alexandria and taking half
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